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Minutes of Adjourned Budget Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Council Chamber/via Microsoft Teams on

Friday, 25 November 2022 at 3.30pm
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Cathaoirleach Turlough McGovern
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Colin Dalton, Mark Casey, 
Uruemu Adejinmi, Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan,
Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive





Ms. Fema Flanagan, A/Head of Finance





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services




Ms. Samantha Healy, Director of Services





Mr. Michael Nevin, A/Director of Services
APOLOGIES:

Councillor Gerard Farrell, Peggy Nolan

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Ann Marie Mc Keon
CONSIDERATION OF 2023 DRAFT BUDGET

Cathaoirleach Councillor Turlough Mc Govern welcomed everyone to the adjourned budget meeting of Longford County Council.  
Chief Executive, Paddy Mahon welcomed everyone to the public meeting and stated that there had been significant interaction between the executive and elected members since the meeting on Monday.

Councillor Colm Murray proposed the following: 
· Rates increase of 5% including the Business Support Scheme

· The Business Support Scheme allows for 0% rates increase for 28% of the Council’s rate payers and supports a total of 85% of ratepayers in County Longford who pay rates of less than €5,000.

· This will generate income of €365,500

· Based on the Budget provided, this rate’s increase, requires savings of €261,000 to be identified.  Savings in the following areas were proposed:

· A0101 Housing Maintenance 

€200,000

· B0405 Roads Own Resources


€ 25,000
· F0101 Leisure Facilities


€   16,000

· H Misc Services (increased Income)

€   20,000 (funding to be sought from Innovation funding sources for enhancement of systems)

Councillor Murray said that this revised budget allows the Council to continue to provide a high-quality service to the people of Longford and continue to deliver regeneration projects.  While it is regrettable to be increasing rates currently, this move reflects the challenging circumstances facing the Council.
Councillor Gerry Warnock seconded this proposal.

Councillor Seamus Butler counteracted the proposal and proposed no increase in rates and that the Annual Rate on Valuation remain at 0.2401 and Councillor Gerry Hagan seconded this proposal.
Cathaoirleach Councillor Turlough Mc Govern, informed the members that there would be a vote on both proposals by means of a roll call and that we would start with the counter proposal.

The meetings administrator informed the members that she would call the elected members name and they were to answer yes to accept the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler, seconded by Councillor Gerry Hagan that there would be no rates increase and the Annual Rate on Valuation remain at 0.2401 or no if they were against the proposal

The vote was as follows as

Councillor Seamus Butler 
Yes

Councillor Mick Cahill 

No

Councillor PJ Reilly 

No

Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi  
Yes

Councillor Pat O’Toole 

No

Councillor Gerry Warnock 
No

Councillor Mark Casey 

No

Councillor Colin Dalton 

Yes
Councillor Gerry Hagan 

Yes

Councillor John Browne 

No

Councillor Paul Ross 

No

Councillor Paraic Brady 

No

Councillor Colm Murray 

No

Councillor Garry Murtagh 
No

Councillor Martin Monaghan 
Yes

Councillor Turlough Mc Govern Yes
At the end of this vote six elected members voted in favour of Councillor Seamus Butler’s proposal, seconded by Councillor Gerry Hagan for no increase in rates and the Annual Rate on Valuation to remain at remain at 0.2401 and ten elected members voted against the proposal.
The meetings administrator informed the members that she would call the elected members name and they were to answer yes to accept the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock or no if they were against the proposal to increase the rates by 5% supported by a Business Support (Rates Discount) Scheme, along with the additional saving identified in the proposal above:
Councillor Seamus Butler 
No

Councillor Mick Cahill 

Yes

Councillor PJ Reilly 

Yes

Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi 
No

Councillor Pat O’Toole 

Yes

Councillor Gerry Warnock 
Yes

Councillor Mark Casey 

Yes

Councillor Colin Dalton 

No

Councillor Gerry Hagan 

No

Councillor John Browne 

Yes

Councillor Paul Ross 

Yes

Councillor Paraic Brady 

Yes

Councillor Colm Murray 

Yes

Councillor Garry Murtagh 
Yes

Councillor Martin Monaghan 
 No

Councillor Turlough Mc Govern  No

The result of this vote was ten in favour of Councillor Colm Murray’s proposal, seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock to increase the rates by 5%, supported by a Business Support (Rates Discount) Scheme, along with the additional savings identified above and six against the proposal.
As the outcome of the votes was ten votes to six in majority, the proposal of Colm Murray, seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock was carried as follows:

· Rates increase of 5% including the Business Support Scheme

· The Business Support Scheme allows for 0% rates increase for 28% of the Council’s rate payers and supports a total of 85% of ratepayers in County Longford who pay rates of less than €5,000.

· This will generate income of €365,500

· Based on the Budget provided, this rate’s increase, requires savings of €261,000 to be identified.  I propose savings in the following areas:

· A0101 Housing Maintenance 

€200,000

· B0405 Roads Own Resources


€25,000
· F0101 Leisure Facilities


€16,000

· H Misc Services (increased Income)

€20,000 (funding to be sought from Innovation funding sources for enhancement of systems)

Adoption of Budget
It was proposed by Councillor Colm Murray and seconded by Councillor                               Gerry Warnock as per the changes above, following a vote by the elected members that the Council adopts for the financial year ending 31st December 2023, the Budget set out in Tables A – F, and by Resolution determined in accordance with the said Budget the Rate - €0.2521 - to be the annual rate on valuation to be levied for 2023 for the purposes set out in those Tables.
Conclusion
Chief Executive, Paddy Mahon thanked the Cathaoirleach and Members of the Council for their continued co-operation and support.  He acknowledged the difficult decisions which had faced the Elected Members and thank them for the input throughout the process.  He thanked Fema, the Finance support team, the Directors of Services, and their teams for the huge amount of work carried out in preparing the Draft Budget. Paddy stated that the executive would continue to progress with the regeneration projects and Paddy acknowledged and thanked all the employees for delivering the services throughout the year to the community of Longford. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
                  Ann Marie Mc Keon
Signed: ________________________
              Ann Marie Mc Keon
              Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on them 14 December 2022.

                 Turlough Mc Govern                
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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